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JACK THORP ANNOUNCES CHARGES IN DROWNING DEATH OF 

4-YEAR-OLD BOY 
 

WAGONER, Okla. – District Attorney Jack Thorp announced on Monday second-degree murder 

charges filed against the parents of a 4-year-old boy who drowned in the Toppers area of Ft. 

Gibson Lake on August 13. 

 

“My office has no more sacred duty than the duty to protect innocent children who are powerless 

to protect themselves,” Thorp said after filing charges on Steven Powers II, 29, and Tina Powers, 

35, the biological father and stepmother of Steven Powers III. 

 

“After careful examination of the evidence, the heart-wrenching statements of the eyewitnesses 

who fought to save little Steven’s life, and the law, my office agrees with Wagoner County 

Sheriff’s investigators that the elements exist to warrant criminal charges in this tragic case.” 

 

According to investigators, the Powers took two children, ages 3 and 4, to the lake on August 13.  

Shortly after Tina Powers left for the store, 4-year-old Steven entered the water and disappeared 

for several minutes.  Eyewitnesses led the search for the little boy, who was found at the bottom 

of the lake by one of the searchers.  The boy was rushed to a Tulsa hospital in critical condition 

and clung to life for nearly two day.  He died on August 15. 

 

Under Oklahoma law, second-degree murder is a homicide that results from an act that is 

imminently dangerous to another person, without premeditation; or is committed by a person 

engaged in a felony. 

 

“In Oklahoma, the difference between a tragic accident that claims the life of a child and a 

criminal act is the condition and capacity of the responsible adult,” said Thorp.  “the state has 

certain expectations of adults who take responsibility for the lives of children who can’t fend for 

themselves.” 

 



Investigators allege that Powers II was high on Xanax when he allowed his son – who could not 

swim – to enter the water without a flotation aid. 

 

Tina Powers was charged after investigators determined the stepmother left two children – 

including Steven III – with their father, allegedly knowing he was impaired by drugs. 

 

“Little Steven Power should be starting school, making new friends, and doing all the rough-and-

tumble things preschoolers do,” Thorp said.  “Instead, we’re talking about court proceedings, 

criminal charges and a whole host of topics that should never entangle an innocent child.” 

 

Steven Powers II and Tina Powers are innocent unless and until they are found guilty by a jury of 

their peers. 
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